WEDDING FESTIVITIES

with mother-of-pearl and brilliants, very decolletee, with
patches here and there on the vivid rouge, a tiny coronet of
orange blossom perched on her head, and diamond rosettes
twinkling on her toes. Nor was the ceremony necessarily in
the daytime, for the daughter of Samuel Bernard was married
at a Midnight Mass at St. Eustache by the light of six hundred
candles.

The family had admired the corbeille, or traditional basket
filled with a multitude of pretty trinkets, on the eve of the
wedding. To-day, the gift was completed after the ceremony
by the bridegroom giving a purse in a dainty bag. The bride
distributed a fan and a bag to each of the women guests, there
were wines and quips and harlequinades and jesting banter of
a truly Gallic flavour which Toinette had to pretend not to
understand. And at last she is left in her nightcap, like the
bride in Baudouin's classic picture 'Le Coucher de la Mariee',
very pretty and very sleepy, surrounded by her bevy of
soubrettes.

The house in Paris which de Tournehem had put at her
disposal was near the rue St. Honore. The first thing that
Madame d'Etioles insisted on doing after her wedding was to
call on the famous Madame GeofErin who was a near neigh-
bour and whose famous salon had opened in 1737. Unfor-
tunately she could not prevent her mother from coming too.
Toinette had met Madame GeofErin at the salon of Madame de
Tencin and had become friendly with her daughter Madame
de la Ferte-Imbault,1 nicknamed 'Marquise Carillon'.

This famous visit has been described by Madame de la
Ferte-Imbault herself: 'One fine day, to my great annoyance

1 Nattier painted her portrait in which she wears a domino. She was a
devout Catholic, did not share her mother's taste for philosophers, but
was so well read in theology that much later she was chosen .to help In
the education of Madame Elisabeth, sister of Louis XVI and daughter of
the Dauphin.